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Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee: Summary of Activities, 2005

SUMMARY

In February 2005, a group of concerned local citizens, land managers, and government
and non-government agencies formed the Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee
(CKIPC). Located in southeastern BC, this non-profit society focuses on education and
awareness about invasive plants, preventing the further introduction and establishment
of invasive species, promoting a collaborative approach to management, developing and
maintaining and comprehensive inventory, and working towards the control of invasive
species.

This report summarizes activities in 2005, the first year of operation To promote
education and awareness, the CKIPC provided talks and presentations, developed and
distributed invasive plant fact sheets, wrote press releases to local newspapers,
developed a display booth and showcased it at fall fairs, developed and launched a
website, coordinated a purple loosestrife handpull day, and visited landowners with key
invasive plants on their property.

As well, the CKIPC promoted collaborative and coordinated management, including
hosting a coordination meeting for land managers, providing a weed tour to committee
members to share information and ideas, met with representatives across the border in
Idaho, reporting new and high priority infestations to appropriate land managers, and
releasing insect on private land for biological control of spotted knapweed.

The CKIPC also conducted an inventory of four highly invasive plant species in the area:
hoary alyssum, purple loosestrife, field scabious and rush skeletonweed. GIS services
were provided in partnership with Selkirk College to develop finalized maps for the
inventories.

For more information on the CKIPC, please see www.kootenayweeds.com.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In November, 2004, a group of concerned local citizens, land managers, and
government and non-government agencies met in Nelson, BC, to determine if there was
interest in forming an invasive plant committee in the Central Kootenay area.
Participants at the meeting were aware of the successes of the East Kootenay Weed
Committee to the east, and the Boundary Weed Management Committee to the west.
There was overwhelming support to form the Central Kootenay Invasive Plant
Committee (CKIPC).

As a result, the Committee formally established as a non-profit society in February 2005.
The goals of the CKIPC are to

0 To raise awareness and educate the public, government agencies, and
other land managers about invasive plants and their impacts in the area,;

0 To prevent the further introduction and spread of invasive plants in the
area through education and awareness, early detection and control, and
coordinated integrated weed management efforts;

0 To promote coordinated and collaborative management of invasive plants
between agencies and land occupiers;

o To work towards the control/containment of highly invasive non-native
plant species;

o To provide a conduit for information and a source of expertise on invasive
plants; and

o0 To develop and maintain a comprehensive inventory of invasive plant
species within the area of responsibility;

Location

The CKIPC focuses on the Regional District of the Central Kootenay (RDCK) geographic
area, as well as Areas A and B of the Regional District of the Kootenay Boundary
(RDKB).

Figure 1. Map of the Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee area.
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Board of Directors
The first Board of Directors for 2005 include:

- Val Miller, Chair (Environmental Farm Planner)

- John Gwilliam, Vice-Chair (Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program)

- Rieva McCuaig, Secretary (Ministry of Agriculture and Lands

- Terry Anderson, Treasurer (Ministry of Environment)

- Dennis Ostgaard (Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation)

- Lorne Ostendorf (Creston Valley Agricultural Society)

- Allan Freeborn (Kootenay Weed Control)

The current Coordinator for the Committee is Juliet Craig.

2.0 2005 ACTIVITIES

2.1 Education

The primary focus of the first year of operation was education and awareness. A number
of activities were undertaken, and educational tools were developed that can be used in
future years.

Talks and presentations
Talks were given to a variety of local government offices and community groups.

Group Location Date Number in
audience
Kootenay Citizens Against Pesticides Nelson May 11 60
West Kootenay Naturalists Kokanee Cr. Park May 28 25
RDCK Nelson July 6 8
RDKB Trail June 23 20
City of Trall Trall July 18 10
Purple loosestrife handpull day North Shore July 22 10
CBC Radio Interview Throughout Province July 27
BKR Radio Interview Throughout Kootenays July 27
Nelson Garden Club Nelson Nov. 1 15
RDKB Landfill Staff Trail Nov. 15 3
TOTAL 168

Educational printed materials

A number of fact sheets were developed on invasive plants in the region, including:
- Scotch broom
- Yellow flag iris
- Knotweed
- Hoary alyssum
- Top 10 weeds of the Central Kootenay
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As well, Ministry of Agriculture printed their fact sheets as an in-kind contribution.

Fact Sheet Number of copies made

Hoary alyssum 200

Yellow Flag Iris 70

Scotch broom 100

Knotweed 100

Top 10/Who is CKIPC? 400

Rush skeletonweed 150 50 in-kind by MAFF
Orange hawkweed 150 50 in-kind by MAFF
Blueweed 20 In-kind by MAFF
Field scabious 50 In-kind by MAFF
Purple loosestrife 50 20 in-kind by MAFF

BC Hydro generously donated funds to develop a brochure on invasive plants in the
Central Kootenay. The text has been written, and photos selected. Kathy Verigan is
designing the product and it will be printed in December 2005.

Display booth

During the summer of 2005, a display booth was developed for use at community
events. The booth features a 3-Panel display board full of colourful photos and key
information. This panel sits on a table along with information handouts, samples of
invasive plants, biocontrol agents, and weed books.
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In 2005, the display booth was taken to the following events:

Event Place Date # People
Contacted
Cottonwood Market Nelson July 23 20
Creston Fall Fair Creston Sept. 10 > 400
Hills Garlic Festival New Denver Sept. 11 > 400
Nakusp Fall Fair Nakusp Sept. 17 124
Slocan Valley Fall Fair Winlaw Sept. 18 106
Pass Creek Fall Fair Pass Creek Sept. 24 124
BC River’'s Day Trail Sept. 25 165
Ministry of Environment Office Nelson Oct. 3-13 50
Non-Timber Forest Products Workshop Nelson Oct. 14-15 50

Website

A website was developed by the CKIPC to provide local information on invasive plants in

the area. Funktion Design developed the website and it can be viewed at

www.kootenayweeds.com.
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The site features information on:

- Why are invasive plants a
problem?

- What does the CKIPC do?

- Who is the CKIPC?

- Local weeds to watch for

- What can you do?

The site has a dynamic feature that allows us to update weed information and special

features on a regular basis.
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How to control weeds
Local resources
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Contact us
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Press releases

Numerous press releases were done in 2005 (see Appendix A). Feature press releases
included:

- New group tackles alien invaders (April 29, 2005)

- CKIPC off to a great start (May 30, 2005)

- Field crew chasing alien invader (July 13, 2005)

- Pull those alien invaders and help the environment (July 18, 2005)

- Damaging alien invader in Slocan Valley and Glade (October 8, 2005)

As well, regular “weed of the week” columns were written for the Trail Daily Times and
the Kootenay Express (Nelson). They included articles on:

- Scotch broom

- Purple loosestrife

- Orange hawkweed

- Japanese and giant knotweed

- Spotted knapweed

- Dalmatian toadflax

- Scotch thistle

- Yellow flag iris

An article on the CKIPC was also written for the Invasive Plant Council Newsletter No. 2.

Handpull Day

A handpull day for purple loosestrife and yellow flag iris was held on July 27 from 7-9pm.
This event was primarily designed to raise awareness about invasive plants in the
region, and to encourage people to get involved in management. Seedheads were
clipped from yellow flag iris plants in the Blaylocks Pond, and purple loosestrife plants
were either pulled or clipped. A total of 10 people participated in this event. Mike Van
Wijk assisted with organizing this event.

Landowner Visits

As part of the invasive plant inventories conducted this year in the region, landowners
were visited if they had purple loosestrife, field scabious or rush skeletonweed on their
properties. Due to the vast area encompassed by hoary alyssum, we did not visit
landowners with this species on their property. Rather, posters were put up in key
locations. Dawn Wrangler assisted with landowner visits for rush skeletonweed and Mike
Van Wijk for purple loosestrife.

Invasive Plant No. houses visited
Field scabious 7

Rush skeletonweed 99

Purple loosestrife 50 (approx.)
Scotch thistle 2
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2.2 Coordination

Coordination Meeting

The CKIPC promoted a coordinated approach to invasive plant management in the
Central Kootenay region this year. A coordination meeting of land managers was held on
April 6 at the Columbia Power Corporation office in Castlegar. Agencies and companies
met to share their weed management strategies and plans. High priority weed species
and sites were discussed. It appears that the primary area where coordination is
required is the Castlegar to Waneta corridor. In this area, several agencies and
companies are actively managing for invasive species.

Weed Tour

Another coordination event was the First Annual Weed Tour that was held on May 26.
Participants traveled in a school bus (provided by TeckCominco) to sites in the Columbia
Gardens, Pend D’Oreille and Waneta areas. At each stop, a resource person gave a
short presentation to begin a discussion on a particular issue.

Cross-Border Coordination

Juliet and Kevin Paterson (Weed Coordinator for the East Kootenay) met with Duke
Guthrie, Weed Control Superintendent with the County of Boundary in Idaho. We looked
at a jointed goat grass site just across the border from Creston, and shared contact
information to coordinate activities in the future.

Weed Reports

Another form of coordination was the passing along of weed information to
agencies/landowners/companies if they had weeds on their property. Location
information for high priority sites was passed along so that the land manager could treat
the weeds.

Broader Coordination

Juliet Craig represented the CKIPC on a broader level. She participated in the Invasive
Plant Council of BC forum on January 25 in Richmond, BC. This was self-funded since
the CKIPC had not formally established. As well, she met with weed coordinators from
throughout the Province at a Weed Coordinator’'s Meeting in Penticton on August 11.

Insect Releases

Weed Committees throughout the rest of the province serve as a conduit for biocontrol
releases on Private land. Given limited time and resources this year, biocontrol releases
for private landowners was not widely advertised. Four releases were done on two
properties this year, including two Larinus obtusus and two Cyphocleonus achates .
Ministry of Forests supplied the insects. There is great interest from private residents in
the area to receive biocontrol agents next summer.
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2.3 Inventory

Funding was received from the Inter-Ministry Invasive Plant Committee to conduct an
inventory of hoary alyssum, purple loosestrife, field scabious and rush skeletonweed.
These four plant species are considered to be high priority in the region. All four of these
species are extremely aggressive invaders. Rush skeletonweed was selected because it
is extremely aggressive and relatively contained in the Kootenays. The 2005 inventory
follows up on an inventory in 2000 and has revealed that it has not spread significantly,
but existing patches have become denser. Field scabious was inventoried in 2000 and
2002 and is spreading rapidly in Salmo. This year an additional site was found in
Meadows. Purple loosestrife had been inventoried in the late 1990’s but little was known
about its current distribution. It is currently infesting Kootenay Lake, Kootenay Canal,
Mel Deanna Lake and the Fauquier areas. Hoary alyssum is only recently spreading and
the inventory revealed that is has heavily infested the Kootenays, particularly Fruitvale,
Trail, Harrop and the Pend D’Oreille.

A call for proposals was put out for this inventory, and the successful proponent was
Kootenay Wildlife Services Ltd. This company conducted the field work, including
surveying road systems in the area and mapping point and polygon infestations. A
partnership was developed with Selkirk College to provide the mapping services They
are digitizing the polygons, and producing maps of these invasive species. A more
detailed report for this inventory will be completed in January 2006.

2.4 Source of Information

Another role of the CKIPC is to act as a conduit for information. All contacts of the
CKIPC received a monthly email that included upcoming events, pertinent information, a
“weed of the week”, and an update on the CKIPC and activities. As well, the CKIPC
received phone calls from people interested in receiving more information on invasive
plants in the region and their management. Information was shared by phone and by
mail with over 45 people.

3.0 FUNDING

Funding for the 2005-06 fiscal year was graciously provided by the following agencies:
- Inter-Ministry Invasive Plant Committee
- Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
- FortisBC
- BC Hydro
- Ministry of Transportation
- Columbia Basin Trust
- Regional District of Kootenay Boundary
- Terasen Gas
- Kootenay Wildlife Services Ltd.
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In-Kind
A number of agencies and companies provided in-kind services this year, including:
- Ministry of Environment
- Ministry of Agriculture
- TeckCominco Ltd.
- Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program
- Kootenay Weed Control
- Kootenay Wildlife Services Ltd.
- Creston Valley Agricultural Society
- Columbia Power Corporation
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APPENDIX A. SAMPLES OF ARTICLES BY THE CKIPC,

2005.

New column

- Group tackles

~area’s alien

invaders: weeds

Weed of fhe Week iz a new Tinws
colwrmn that will run on alternate
Fridays.

Bigtogist fuliet Craig will weite
abprud howe to- ddenify, and what fe de
abieut, frozime plants in the aren.

But firat, we start with on intro-
duction to the Central Kooteney
Ineasize Plant Commuttee, Cenlral

Kaotenay covers the areq fram
Mp Yahk. and Nakusp fo the
LLS. border.
Central Kootenay is full
of alien species, and a new
gmﬁ has formed to combat them.
ese species are not typical
aliens with big eves and antennae.
They are plants, often with beauti-
ful flowers, and they are taking
over local ecosystems.

Invasive non-native. plant
species are brought to Canada,
eithier accidentally or intentionally,
and include species like purple

15 . spotted knapwead, and
common tansy, o name just a

few.

These plants are highly compet:
itive because they produce large
numbers of seeds, deep tap-
raots, or flower early. Because
thesy arrive in Canada without
their natural predators to keep

&y can spreicl

them in Iﬁmﬂﬁ. th
rapidly, forming deénse patches
ower huge:

areas.

“These plani species can choke
out native plant species, affecting
local plant populations,” explains
Juliet Craig, coordinator for the
newly-furmed Central Koatenay

s

#Sincy 3 rarely cat these
species, infestations can impact
wildlife habitat and rangeland,

ES‘W parally, fnvasive plants can
have huge economic i:“gpa-:ts by

oo, with dedirable crops.
“And around the world, inva-
sive species are considered the sec-

ond-largest contributor to the loss
of biodiversity (e{-ﬁ extinction of
spucies), next to the loss of habi-
tat ™

The committes was formed to
raise awarcness about these alien
invaders, develop local inventories
of these species, and coordinate
management activites,

Weed of

Juliet Craig

The group includes representa-
tives from nan-profit societies,
utility companies, government
agencies, and local companies.

Punding has been provided by
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries, B.C, Hydro, Fortis,
Terasen Cias, and the Columbia
Basin Trust.

“We are hoping to raise the
public’s awareness about these
planis. By assisting local residents
with learning to identify them we
can reduce or provent further
spread of the species currently
established here and stop the
introduction of new invasive
sﬁ'ec:ies that have not yet found
their way to our region,” says
Craig,
To find put more about the
Central Kooknay Invasive Llint
Committee or local invasive

species, please call 352-11600r&-

mail invasiveplanta@uniserve,
L0

Trail Daily Times, 26 May 2005
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Weed tour a great success

;i_

By JULIET CRAIG
Special ta the Daily News

Did you know that invasive

plants have impacted the blue-listed
western skink? Cr that plumeless
thistle occurs in  the central
Kootenays?

Participants. in the Central
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee
learned abaut these and other topics
during the First Annual Weed Tour
hefd last month. A school bus
crammed with lively and intenshed
mémnbers toured around the Waneta
amea south of Teall, stopping at a

Tt YA

eda h‘rp'u: of interest, and then began
a short discussion.

Representatives from utility com-
panies, government agencies, the
regional district, local naturalist
clubg, and many more, enthusiasti-
cally came t to share informa-
fion about invasive plants, including
perspectives on thelr impacts, cone
trol techniques, and specific manage-
ment issues. For example, utility
companies shared upooming expan-
sion plans and their proactive
approach to weed management.
Local biologists discussed impacts of
weeds on red- and  blue-listed
species. Biocontrol experts pointed
out a variety of insects and had the
group on their hands and knees in
search of the more clusive weevils,
And local land managers pointed

Participants of the Central Ko

— FHOTO SURMITIED

1y I

Plant C ittee search-

ing for the elusive Mogulones cruciger bioagent for hound’s tongue.

out new invaders and strategies for
their management.

The tour was a greal success,
leading to a strong start for the
newly formed Central Kootenay
Invasive FPlant Committee. Other
activities planned for this j,reu
include a public hand-pulling day
for purple loosestrife, the develop-
ment of outreach tools (e, display
booth, website, brochure), an inven-

Nelson Daily News, 6 June

tory of high priority species, out-
reach to landowners, and a series of
press releases designed to educate
the public, For more information,
contact  invasiveplanis@uniserve.
com o (250) 352-1160,

Tuiliet Cratg i the coordimater for the
Cenfrnl  Koofenay  Invesipe  Plant
Copmitlee,

Dalmatian wudﬂa:: has
become a garden escapes,
infesting  thousands  of
hectarcs in B.C, Like ather
e-native mvasive
species, thiz plant wmived
withoul natiral predators o
keepit in balunee. Tt's carly
--ﬂowa;mg,; thﬂf: seed
{ and strong rool

systern. make it a very
aggressive compeiine and
native planl species can’t
keep up. Eventually, thick-
els of Dalmatian toud(lax
can grow in areas that used
Lo bee beantiful native grass:
Tands. ;
The spread of Dalmatian
toadilux is such a concern
that Federal and Provincial
povernments have released
insecis e help conmel it
This techoique for manwge-
ment of highly invasive
plunis iz called ~Biological
control”.  where  matural
predators ol the plant are

place, the insects must go
through & rigorows sereen-
ing process, to ensure they
are host specific and will
nol attack any other degis-
ahle agricullural or native
plants.  Biocontrol insects
specific 1o Dalmation toad-
flax huve been released in
Canada and are gradually
lesseming - infestatdons of
this invasive plant. allow-
ing mative species to move

]
2005
identitied in its county of  back in,
arigin.  Belore this takes A5 gan:lnm:r j'pﬂ

help prevent the intros
tion of nvigive specic
removing Dulmatian #
Max  from your  gar
replacing it with ane
species  that is ool
appresslive YOU can
check the following ¥
site ta see ather species
considered 10 he inva
hupfiwawael govheg
npprotseedguidweed;
Attnoxioas.

Julier Craig is the coordinater for &‘zﬂg
Kootenay fnvasive Flant Contiiftes. ’

plantyEERiErVE.com.

Kootenay Express, 1 June 2005
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Trail Daily Times, 10 June 2005
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-ﬁis ' ngp?pdm local gardener

A nasty iris
by Juliet Craig

Imses are my favourite
flower. The lovely shape
and multitude of eolours
make them simply gor-
geous,  But there i one
species lurking amongst

Julier Craig is the Coordinator,

the lot that is extremely
harmful.

Yellow flag iris (lris
psedacorus) is often plant-
ed near ponds and sireams
te beautify  gardens.
However, this harmless
looking  plant  becomes

extremely aggressive if it
escapes into native wels
lands, Wind can blow the
seeds into nearby waler
sources where they can
float  downstream  and
affect native habitat, Like
purple loosestrife, yellow
flag inis can displace native
plants, which are important
sources of food and shelter
for wildlife. Eeological
processes, such ds oxygen
production, may  also
change because invasive

E.com

squatic planis can affect
water chemistry and ow,
You cun identify yellow
flag iris because it is yel-
v with brown spots with-
in the flower and 15 “wet-
fented ™, That means that it
you have a yellow iris that
is growing ul the edge of a
pond of other wet habitut it
15 likely this species.
Once established, yel-
Iow flag ins 15 difficult to
remove, Pull or dig the
plants out being sure (o get

for the Ceniral Kootenay Invasive Plast Committes, 352-1160,
invasiveplants@uniserve.com

Kootenay Express, 15 June 2005

all the root fragmenls so
new plunts can't resproat.
Be careful to protect your
gkin, =zince resins in the
leaves and rhizomes can
cause irritation.

As o gardener, you can
help prevent the introduc-
tion of invasive species by
removing Yellow ug iris
from your garden replacing
it with another species that
is nol as aggressive, like
Tapanese iris, blue flag iris
or native caltails,

For mora informsation on alternatives, see http:/www.inva-
sivespaciesconlition, ory/GardenPlants/Irisalternatives, pdl
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New group tackles
green alien invaders

The Central Kootenay is
full of alien species, and a
new group has formed to
combat them. These species
are not typical aliens with
big eyes and antennae. They
are plants, often with beauti-
ful flowers, and they are tak-
ing over local ecosystems.

Invasive non-native
plants are highly competi-
tive because they produce
large numbers of seeds,
form deep taproots, or flow-
er early. Because they arrive
in Canada without their nat-
ural predators to keep them

in balance, they can spread
rapidly, forming dense

patches over huge areas.

The Central Kootenay
Invasive Plant Committee
formed to raise awareness
about these alien invaders,
develop local inventories of
these species, and coordi-
nate management activities.
The group includes repre-
sentatives from non-profit
societies, utility companies,
government agencies, and
local companies. To find out
more about the Central
Kootenay Invasive Plant
Committee or local invasive
species, please call 352-
2260 or email invasive-
plants @uniserve.com.

Kootenay Express, 4 May 2005

Your Scotch thistle poses an environmental threat
by Julier Craig Scoich thistle cut and then dug up but

Seotch thistle is an intro-
duced perden ornamental
that cin be impressive
when it grows to three
meters gzl

dener,
However,
since:  cach
pliant can pro-
duce  thou-
sands af
seeds that are
viable in the soil of aver 30
years, and plants can “hop'
the gurden fence into native
habital, this species is high-
Iy invasive. Tn  the
Okanagan. the detrimental
effects of Seotch thistle are
being  seen  since  this
species has escaped gar-
dens and is impacting
wildlife, livestock, and
field erops. Sinee scotch
thistle is growing in gar-
dens  in  the  West
Kootenays, there is con-
cem that it could do the
same here.

{Cnopordum acanthium) is
a tall thistle with multiple
fower heads, each growing
o five centimeters wide,

P et Eath o e

the  edges.

cotton-like or woolly hairs,
giving the foliage o grey-
green colour,

A small cluster of plants
can either spread immedi-
ately or over many years,
Because the seeds remain
viable in the soil so many
years, patches in your gar-
den may already harbour a
large sced bank below
them.

As a resident, you can
Mp contrel the spread of
this invasive species by
removing all plants from
your property. Plants can

singe they can re-grow
from severed roots, care
must be taken to remove all
plant parts. Avoid spread-
ing cuttings or sceds of the
plants  through  garden
waste, dumping, or vehi-
cles. !

For more information on
identification snd control
of scoich thistle, see
www.agf pov.be calerop-
protfwecdguidiscotchih, ht

m and www.weedsbe.car  3TWING in a garden in the

pdfiscotch_thistle, pdf Kaotenay region,

Juliet Craig is the Coordinator for the Central Kootenay
Iuvasive Plant Comnriftee. 352- 1160,
invasiveplants@uniserve.com

Kootenay Express, 14 September 2005

K for the ntain... The Mark of Excellenco’
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BC Hydro supports new weed brochure

BC Hydro is the exclusive sponsor
of a new brochure on problem weeds in
the West Kootenay. The $8,000 contri-
bution to the Central Kootenay
Invasive Plant Committee (CKIPC)
will ensure the production of a high
quality brochure as part of a public
education program planned by the
committee. _

"Invasive non-native plants in the
area are impacting biodiversity,
wildlife habitat, and agricultural val-

Craig. "By raising awareness about
these species, we can help prevent their
further introduction and spread. We are
very pleased to have BC Hydro's sup-
port for the development of a brochure
that will help the public identify local
weeds."

The brochure is under development
and will feature 10 of the most com-
mon invasive plants in the region. The
brochure will be ready by fall 2005 and
at least 10,000 copies will be printed.

BC Hydro's goal is to create sustain-

able communities of low-growing
native plants that require minimal
maintenance so that we can continue to
provide electricity to B.C. residents
safely, reliably and cost-effectively.
For more information on the Central
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee,
contact Juliet Craig at 250 352-1160.
For more information on BC Hydro's
vegetation management program con-
tact Dean den Biesen at 250 365-4563,
or visit the website at

ues," said CKIPC Coordinator, Juliet

www;bchydrp.com/safety.

Kootenay Express, 27 July 2005

CASTLEGAR NEWS

Il 1% 2005
BC Hydro backing new West
Kootenay weed brochure

BC Hydro is the exclusive sponsor of a new
brochure on problem weeds in the West
Kaootenay. The $8,000 contribution to the
Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee
will ensure the production of a high guality
brochure as part of a public education
program planned by the committee,

BC Hydro takes an aggressive approach to
controlling invasive plant species such as
knapweed, commeon tansy and purple
fonsestrife,” said Gary Birch, environment and
social Issues manager. We support the
CKIPC's goal of raising awareness of the
threat that noxious weeds pose to other plant
species and wildlifie."

BC Hydro photo Knapweed attacker - The larva in
the centre of the pholo is Cyphocleonus achales, a
root-altacking weevl. It feeds only on the

Invasive nan-native plants in the area are
Impacting biodiversity, wildlife habitat, and
agricultural values,” said CKIPC coordinator,

knapweed plant, weakening its ability to store
nutrients and waler, and exposing the rook to
fungal attack. Tt is one of several methods used to
contrel the spread of invasive non-native weads in

Juliet Craig. By raising awareness about these
species, we can help prevent their further
introduction and spread. We are very pleased to have BC Hydro's support for the
development of @ brochure that will help the public identify local weeds."

The brochure is under development and will feature 10 of the most common invasive
plants in the region. The brochure will be ready by fall 2005 and at least 10,000 copies will
be printed. :

We are always looking for effective ways to manage problem plants and protect the
environment," said Dean den Biesen, BC Hydro environmental technical specialist.

Wie cooperate in provincial noxious weed control programs that use specialized insects that
selectively feed on the reproductive and rooting systems of plants such as diffuse and
spotted knapweed, dalmatian toadflax, and hound's-tongue.®

BC Hydro's goal is to create sustainable communities of low-growing native plants that
require minimal maintenance so that we can continue to provide electricity to B.C,
residents safely, reliably and cost-effectively. For more information an the Central
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee, contact Juliet Craig at 250-352-1160. For more
infermation on BC Hydro's vegetation management program contact Dean den Biesen at
250-365-4563, or vislt our website at www.bchydro.com/safety.

Castlegar News, 13 June 2005

the ragion,
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Cvis

Purple  loosestrife s
extremely beautiful, with its
vibeant  purple  flowers
perched on a tall stem.
Crowing in wetlands, this
plant contributes to a lovely
landscape view - 1o the
unknowing eye, that 15,

Purple loosestiile
(Lythrum salicaria) is an
aggressive, non-native

invader. Chriginally planted
in_gardens, this species has

od

. Tips for the local gardener
Purple loosestrife —

& arth

beautiful but deadly

crowds ot native vegeta-
tion, impacting  native
planis, amphibians, birds,
and other wetland speeies,
This species is eatimated o
be spreading at o rate of
115,000 hectares per year in
the United States, destroy-
g valuable wetlands.
Each plant is capable of
producing up tir 2,5 million
seeds thal ¢an be dispersed
by wind, water, wildlife,

infested wetlands through-
oul North Amesica. [t
_—

and humans.  Plants can
also reproduce from oot

fragments. Originally
planted as a garden species,
purple loosestrife 1s found
in the Central Kootenays on
the north shore of Nelson,
Fauguicr, Shoreacres area,
Castlegar  near  Selkirk
College and a wetland near
the Meldeanna Trail,

The best way to identify
purple loosestrife is by its
square stems (roll it in your
fingers) and  opposite
leaves, I you have purple
lposestrfe in your garden,
remove it immediatcly. Pull
or dig the plants oul being
sure o get all the rool frig-

ments =0 new planis can't

You can help reduce the
purple leosestrife infesta-

Juliet Craig is the Coordinator for the Central
Kootenay Invasive Plans Committee.
352-1160. invasiveplanty@uniserve.com

Kootenay Express, 27 July 2005

Home & Garden

tons by coming out to a
public handpalling evening
an Wednesday, July 27, at
four-mile, 1t's a great way
to help the environment,

Yellow fiag iris unwelcome

Ins&s are my favourite flower.
The lama-l;,.r shape and multi-

colours make them simply

E: there is ane species lurking
amongst the lot that is extremely
harmful.

Yellow (Iris psedacorus)
is often planted near ponds and
sireams to beauti garcﬁrm.

However, this looking
plant becomes extremely aggres-
sive if it escapes into native wet-
lands.

Wind can blow the seeds into
nearby water sources where
can float downstream and affect
native habitat.

Like purple loosestrife, vellow
flag iris can displace native plants,
which are important sources of
food and shelter for wildlife.

Ecological processes, such as
oxygen production, may also
change hecause invasive aquatic
plants can affect water chemistry
and flow.

You can ident iris
because it is }’eﬁvﬁhﬂ;&f?ﬁ:wn
spots within the flower and is
"wet-footed.” That means that if
you have a yellow iris that is
growing at the edge of a pond or
other wet habitat it is likely this

species,
Once established, yellow flag
irls is difficult to remove. Full or

Weed of the

Juliet Craig

i % the plamts out being sure to get
the root fragments so new

Be careful to
tphe ect your skin, since resins in
can cause

plants can’t resprout.

ﬁs a gardener, you can help
prevent the introduction of inva-
sive species by removing Yellow
flag iris frum our garden and
replacing it with another species
that iz not as alggressive. like
Japanese iris, blue flag iris or
native cattails,

For more information on al.l;e.r-_

natives, see http: [ [www.inva-
sivespeciescoalition.org | GardenPl
antsIrisalternatives.pdf

Juliet Craig 15 the coordimator for
the Cernttral Kootenny Invasive Plant
Committee (250-352-1160, inpasive-

Subemitted photo

PRETTY INVADER: Yeallow flag
iris sets roots down in wet habitats
and can choke out other native

species,
plants@nniserve.com). Weed of the

Week runs in the Times every second
Frida’,

Trail Daily Times, 24 June 2005

and have fun with your fam-
ily and community. Free
refreshments will be provid-
ed. For more information,
call 352-F a0k
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natural enemics in B.C., the

well in shade so 10 help pre-

Scotch Broom - Alien Invader

Scotch broom is often
admired as a beautiful oma-
mental species. With bright
yellow flowers and lush
green. SIEMS, it is cenainly
attractive. However, 5ol
broom is considered a highly
invasive alien plant.

Broom is arigmally from
Seofland, and was brought to

this seemingly harmless
plant hus spread dramatical-

ly throughout the Coastal
arcas of B.C. 1t is now mov-
ing into some arcas of the
Southern Intericr, changing
the landscape and ecology.
Broom is & mﬁe{' ol; the
e famil can foom
Egzm reia};i.nushlp with
nitrogen ﬁ.xmghmuia The
ability to gcess Dilfegen
helps the plant become
established  in  disturbed
areas with poor soil. Broom
wlso ecidifies the soil where

it prows reducing competi-
tion from other plants, . It is
well adapted [0 grow in
harsh  conditions,  and
aggressively overtikes
nlive species. )
Broom has escaped culti-
wation and  configues (@
spread throughout the
Central Koolenay. You muy
liave noticed (he thickets of
pright yellow fowers in
Nelson area, Ri ¢
Nakusp. Since broom has no

amly way to get rid of it is 10
mulfuw%.t Y If. You con
do this by pulling small
seedlings (less than @ pencil
‘width) when the soil is
moist, Larger plants mist be
cut doryn, preferably in May
when the fiowers @re cut bul

have not yel gone o
seed. Broom does not g

vent older plants growing
back, cover the cul Stump i1
plastic 1o prevent Light
access, It is also imporant
to remove cul plant material
from desiroble arcas, as
these old plant parts will
release matcrils that pre-
vent re-gstablishment of
desirable plants,

Craig iz the coordinator for the Central
Koiﬁ::y I::;:Iu Plant Conmittee. 352-1160. invasive-

plunts@uniserve.com.

Kootenay Express,

25 May 2005

@iscgb

od (L arth

Tips for the local gardener
Orange Hawkweed - alien invader

You may have seen
orange hawkweed
(Hicracium  aurantiacum)
spFinging up in your lawn
with its heaufiful delicate
opange flowers. You may
have also noficed how a few
plants quickly spread into a
dense mat, leaving little
mom for any ather plants o
grow. This rapid spread is
typical of invasive non-
native plant species that
agpressively infest native
habitats and have no patural
predators to keep them
under control,

Orange hawkweed, also
known s “red devil” or
“devil’s  paintbrush™ s
native t» Europe.  The
ancient Greeks repuredly
coined the term “hawk-
weed” beoause they thought
that hawks ame the sup of
these plants to sharpen their
cyesight.  Orange  hawk-
weed. a perennial growing
up to 40 om tall, con be
wentified by its leafless

stem with stff black hairs.
The leaves form as a rosctie
at its base, and abowve
between plants.
Hawkweed spreads both
by seeds and by under-sur-
face lateral roots, making it
difficult to control. A 1 m
square palch of orange
hawkweed can  produce
over 40,000 seeds per year!
This specics is related 1o
vellow hawkweeds. some of
which are also non-nogve
invasive species such as
moase-car hawkweed.
hawdoneed is liss-
ed az “noxiouws” in BC,
meaning that landowners
are responsible for controb-
ling ihese planis on their
property. It i3 possible to
dig up rosette plants, being
carcful not to break the
Tudls since new plants can
re-grow from the remwming
preces.  If flowers are
already present, be carcful
o disposc of the plants

carcfully, by placing them
in a plastic bag or similar
container 50 seads cannot
spread,  Regular mowing
before the flowers go to
seed can reduce sced pro-
duction.

Light infestations of
orange hawkweed can be
reduced by fertilizing with
ammonivn sulphate.
Another method of killing
off plants is w use solariza-
tiom {eover with black plas-
tic) followed by heavy
doses of urea.  Reseeding
infested areas with native or
non-invasive plants can
help provide competition
for hawkweed and encour-

age & healthy plant commui-
Ty,

The  distribution  of
orange  hawkweed  has
unfortunately been assisted
by flower enthusiasts, who
spread the plants 1o new
gardens unaware of coolog-
ical impacts. Like all inva-
sive  species, the best
method of control is preven-
fion, Avoid planing this
species in your ganden, and
uging “wild seed” mixes
that may comtain harmful
species. For more informa-
tion on this species and iis
control  techniques,  see
httpfioww.agf gov.be calcr
approthawkweed pdr,

Juliet Craig is the Coordinator for the Cemiral
Invasive Plant Commiitee, 352- 160,
invasiveplants Guniserve.com

Kootenay Express, 29 June 2005
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Spotted knapweed desming
wildlife babitat

iy Julfet Craig

At this time of year the
hillsides are blushing with
a dusty pink. Some
may exclaim how beautiful
the pink “wildflowers™ are
that cover the hillside.

usually dismayed at the
invasion of spotted knap-
weed.

Spotted kn
{Centaurea maculosay is
the most prevalent non-
native  imvasive  plant
species in  the Central
Kootcnay. Covening thou-
sinids of hectares of land in
BC. this species is highly
competitive and degrades
natural plant communities.
An individual plant can
produce up ko 140,000

incloding ungulate winter
range habital. This species
forms monocaliures that
displace native plants and
reduce biodiversity, includ-
ing habitat for the western
skink and other threatened
amimals. As well, spotted
knapweed reduces  the
grazing capacity of land,
impacting ranchers and the
agricultural communily,
Spouted knapweed can
be identified by its light

pink solitary flower with
stiff black-tipped bracts
below it giving a “spotted™
appearance, The plant
grows from a basal rosctte
in the first year 1o almost 2
m tall in the second. The
leaves are deeply lobed and
the plant is hased on a stout

fed knapweed is very diffi-
cult to get nd of

This Good Earth
|

mnotmf.estedu “knap-
weed-free”.

Mow or other-

wise control plamts any-
where they can be casily

spread, such as along &
driveway or roadsides. Be
carcful not to spread sceds
on th::htiiercarriauc af
e or on your

shoes and gear.
Biological control has
been used for spotted lmap—

insecls) that atack knap-
weed to weaken the plants.
These nsects are carefully
screened by  Agricultore
Canada to ensure that (hey

:
i
i
:
g
5

FHOTO COURTESY OF MINISTAY OF AGRICLITURE AND LANDS:
Juliet Craig is the Coordinator for the Cemiral Kootenay Invasive Plamt Conmittee.
F52-1T60. invasiveplants@uniserve. com

Kootenay Express, 17 August 2005
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‘We added more horsapower, thes we just kept adding.

Arrow Lakes News, 27 July 2005

New Invasive Plant Committee forms

Invasive species are considered the second largest
threat to biodiversity on the planet, after habitat
destruction. Included among these are non-native
plant species like spotted knapweed and Dalmatian
toadflax that are taking over thousands of hectares
in the Kootenays.

Invasive non-native plant species (weeds) are
brought to North America, either intentionally or
by accident. and become extremely aggressive.
Bacause they arrive without natural predators to
keep their populations under control, and they are
highly competitive (by producing abundant seeds,
sucking up nutrients and water, or taking up
space), these plants begin to ake-over from native
plants. Important grasslands and other ecosystems
are being converted inte monocultures of these
invading species, impacting wildiife habitat, rare and
endangered species, and biodiversity. As well,
these plants can Invade agriculural land where
they impact farmers by reducing crop yields and
crop quality. —

The Central Kootenay
Invasive Plant Commit-
1ee (CKIPC) formed
recently as a non-profic 8
society to bring to-
gether people con-
cerned about invasive
plant species, With
members from govern-
ment. industry, non-
profit societies, and
other local groups, the
Committee's primary
focus is education and  Suptur cinquefod

of these Minstty of
“alien invaders”. Up- Apeultere, Food snd Faheries
coming activities include
developing a brochure, website, and display booth
on local invasive species, writing articles about
‘weeds to be on the look out for, and providing
presemtations to community groups.

For more information about the CKIPC and local
invasive species, please call (250) 352-1160 or
email imasiveplants@uniserve com.

Kootenay Organic Growers Society, Vol 2005, Issue 5





