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SUMMARY 
 
In February 2005, a group of concerned local citizens, land managers, and government 
and non-government agencies formed the Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee 
(CKIPC). Located in southeastern BC, this non-profit society focuses on education and 
awareness about invasive plants, preventing the further introduction and establishment 
of invasive species, promoting a collaborative approach to management, developing and 
maintaining and comprehensive inventory, and working towards the control of invasive 
species. 
 
This report summarizes activities in 2005, the first year of operation To promote 
education and awareness, the CKIPC provided talks and presentations, developed and 
distributed invasive plant fact sheets, wrote press releases to local newspapers, 
developed a display booth and showcased it at fall fairs, developed and launched a 
website, coordinated a purple loosestrife handpull day, and visited landowners with key 
invasive plants on their property. 
 
As well, the CKIPC promoted collaborative and coordinated management, including 
hosting a coordination meeting for land managers, providing a weed tour to committee 
members to share information and ideas, met with representatives across the border in 
Idaho, reporting new and high priority infestations to appropriate land managers, and 
releasing insect on private land for biological control of spotted knapweed. 
 
The CKIPC also conducted an inventory of four highly invasive plant species in the area: 
hoary alyssum, purple loosestrife, field scabious and rush skeletonweed. GIS services 
were provided in partnership with Selkirk College to develop finalized maps for the 
inventories. 
 
For more information on the CKIPC, please see www.kootenayweeds.com. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
In November, 2004, a group of concerned local citizens, land managers, and 
government and non-government agencies met in Nelson, BC, to determine if there was 
interest in forming an invasive plant committee in the Central Kootenay area. 
Participants at the meeting were aware of the successes of the East Kootenay Weed 
Committee to the east, and the Boundary Weed Management Committee to the west. 
There was overwhelming support to form the Central Kootenay Invasive Plant 
Committee (CKIPC). 
 
As a result, the Committee formally established as a non-profit society in February 2005. 
The goals of the CKIPC are to 

o To raise awareness and educate the public, government agencies, and 
other land managers about invasive plants and their impacts in the area; 

o To prevent the further introduction and spread of invasive plants in the 
area through education and awareness, early detection and control, and 
coordinated integrated weed management efforts; 

o To promote coordinated and collaborative management of invasive plants 
between agencies and land occupiers; 

o To work towards the control/containment of highly invasive non-native 
plant species; 

o To provide a conduit for information and a source of expertise on invasive 
plants; and 

o To develop and maintain a comprehensive inventory of invasive plant 
species within the area of responsibility; 

 

Location 
The CKIPC focuses on the Regional District of the Central Kootenay (RDCK) geographic 
area, as well as Areas A and B of the Regional District of the Kootenay Boundary 
(RDKB). 
 

 
Figure 1. Map of the Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee area. 
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Board of Directors 
The first Board of Directors for 2005 include: 
 

- Val Miller, Chair (Environmental Farm Planner) 
- John Gwilliam, Vice-Chair (Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Compensation 

Program) 
- Rieva McCuaig, Secretary (Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 
- Terry Anderson, Treasurer (Ministry of Environment) 
- Dennis Ostgaard (Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation) 
- Lorne Ostendorf (Creston Valley Agricultural Society) 
- Allan Freeborn (Kootenay Weed Control) 

 
The current Coordinator for the Committee is Juliet Craig. 
 
 
 
2.0 2005 ACTIVITIES 

2.1 Education 
The primary focus of the first year of operation was education and awareness. A number 
of activities were undertaken, and educational tools were developed that can be used in 
future years. 
 

Talks and presentations 
Talks were given to a variety of local government offices and community groups. 
 
Group Location Date Number in 

audience 
Kootenay Citizens Against Pesticides Nelson May 11 60 
West Kootenay Naturalists Kokanee Cr. Park May 28 25 
RDCK Nelson July 6 8 
RDKB Trail June 23 20 
City of Trail Trail July 18 10 
Purple loosestrife handpull day North Shore July 22 10 
CBC Radio Interview Throughout Province July 27  
BKR Radio Interview Throughout Kootenays July 27  
Nelson Garden Club Nelson Nov. 1 15 
RDKB Landfill Staff Trail Nov. 15 3 
TOTAL   168 
 

Educational printed materials 
A number of fact sheets were developed on invasive plants in the region, including: 

- Scotch broom 
- Yellow flag iris 
- Knotweed 
- Hoary alyssum 
- Top 10 weeds of the Central Kootenay 
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As well, Ministry of Agriculture printed their fact sheets as an in-kind contribution. 
 

Fact Sheet Number of copies made  
Hoary alyssum 200  
Yellow Flag Iris 70  
Scotch broom 100  
Knotweed 100  
Top 10/Who is CKIPC? 400  
Rush skeletonweed 150 50 in-kind by MAFF 
Orange hawkweed 150 50 in-kind by MAFF 
Blueweed 20 In-kind by MAFF 
Field scabious 50 In-kind by MAFF 
Purple loosestrife 50 20 in-kind by MAFF 
 
BC Hydro generously donated funds to develop a brochure on invasive plants in the 
Central Kootenay. The text has been written, and photos selected. Kathy Verigan is 
designing the product and it will be printed in December 2005. 
 

Display booth 
During the summer of 2005, a display booth was developed for use at community 
events. The booth features a 3-Panel display board full of colourful photos and key 
information. This panel sits on a table along with information handouts, samples of 
invasive plants, biocontrol agents, and weed books. 
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In 2005, the display booth was taken to the following events: 
 
Event Place Date # People 

Contacted 
Cottonwood Market Nelson July 23 20 
Creston Fall Fair Creston Sept. 10 > 400 
Hills Garlic Festival New Denver Sept. 11 > 400 
Nakusp Fall Fair Nakusp Sept. 17 124 
Slocan Valley Fall Fair Winlaw Sept. 18 106 
Pass Creek Fall Fair Pass Creek  Sept. 24 124 
BC River’s Day Trail Sept. 25 165 
Ministry of Environment Office Nelson Oct. 3-13 50 
Non-Timber Forest Products Workshop Nelson Oct. 14-15 50 
 

Website 
A website was developed by the CKIPC to provide local information on invasive plants in 
the area. Funktion Design developed the website and it can be viewed at 
www.kootenayweeds.com.  
 

 
 
The site features information on: 
 

- Why are invasive plants a 
problem? 

- What does the CKIPC do? 
- Who is the CKIPC? 
- Local weeds to watch for 
- What can you do? 

- Special features 
- How to control weeds 
- Local resources 
- Useful links 
- Special thanks 
- Contact us 

 
The site has a dynamic feature that allows us to update weed information and special 
features on a regular basis. 
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Press releases 
Numerous press releases were done in 2005 (see Appendix A). Feature press releases 
included: 

- New group tackles alien invaders (April 29, 2005) 
- CKIPC off to a great start (May 30, 2005) 
- Field crew chasing alien invader (July 13, 2005) 
- Pull those alien invaders and help the environment (July 18, 2005) 
- Damaging alien invader in Slocan Valley and Glade (October 8, 2005) 

 
As well, regular “weed of the week” columns were written for the Trail Daily Times and 
the Kootenay Express (Nelson). They included articles on: 

- Scotch broom 
- Purple loosestrife 
- Orange hawkweed 
- Japanese and giant knotweed 
- Spotted knapweed 
- Dalmatian toadflax 
- Scotch thistle 
- Yellow flag iris 

 
An article on the CKIPC was also written for the Invasive Plant Council Newsletter No. 2. 

Handpull Day 
A handpull day for purple loosestrife and yellow flag iris was held on July 27 from 7-9pm. 
This event was primarily designed to raise awareness about invasive plants in the 
region, and to encourage people to get involved in management. Seedheads were 
clipped from yellow flag iris plants in the Blaylocks Pond, and purple loosestrife plants 
were either pulled or clipped. A total of 10 people participated in this event. Mike Van 
Wijk assisted with organizing this event. 

Landowner Visits 
As part of the invasive plant inventories conducted this year in the region, landowners 
were visited if they had purple loosestrife, field scabious or rush skeletonweed on their 
properties. Due to the vast area encompassed by hoary alyssum, we did not visit 
landowners with this species on their property. Rather, posters were put up in key 
locations. Dawn Wrangler assisted with landowner visits for rush skeletonweed and Mike 
Van Wijk for purple loosestrife. 
 

Invasive Plant No. houses visited 
Field scabious 7 
Rush skeletonweed 99 
Purple loosestrife 50 (approx.) 
Scotch thistle 2 
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2.2 Coordination 

Coordination Meeting 
The CKIPC promoted a coordinated approach to invasive plant management in the 
Central Kootenay region this year. A coordination meeting of land managers was held on 
April 6 at the Columbia Power Corporation office in Castlegar. Agencies and companies 
met to share their weed management strategies and plans. High priority weed species 
and sites were discussed. It appears that the primary area where coordination is 
required is the Castlegar to Waneta corridor. In this area, several agencies and 
companies are actively managing for invasive species. 

Weed Tour 
Another coordination event was the First Annual Weed Tour that was held on May 26. 
Participants traveled in a school bus (provided by TeckCominco) to sites in the Columbia 
Gardens, Pend D’Oreille and Waneta areas. At each stop, a resource person gave a 
short presentation to begin a discussion on a particular issue. 

Cross-Border Coordination 
Juliet and Kevin Paterson (Weed Coordinator for the East Kootenay) met with Duke 
Guthrie, Weed Control Superintendent with the County of Boundary in Idaho. We looked 
at a jointed goat grass site just across the border from Creston, and shared contact 
information to coordinate activities in the future. 

Weed Reports 
Another form of coordination was the passing along of weed information to 
agencies/landowners/companies if they had weeds on their property. Location 
information for high priority sites was passed along so that the land manager could treat 
the weeds. 

Broader Coordination 
Juliet Craig represented the CKIPC on a broader level. She participated in the Invasive 
Plant Council of BC forum on January 25 in Richmond, BC. This was self-funded since 
the CKIPC had not formally established. As well, she met with weed coordinators from 
throughout the Province at a Weed Coordinator’s Meeting in Penticton on August 11. 

Insect Releases 
Weed Committees throughout the rest of the province serve as a conduit for biocontrol 
releases on Private land. Given limited time and resources this year, biocontrol releases 
for private landowners was not widely advertised. Four releases were done on two 
properties this year, including two Larinus obtusus and two Cyphocleonus achates . 
Ministry of Forests supplied the insects. There is great interest from private residents in 
the area to receive biocontrol agents next summer. 
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2.3 Inventory 
 
Funding was received from the Inter-Ministry Invasive Plant Committee to conduct an 
inventory of hoary alyssum, purple loosestrife, field scabious and rush skeletonweed. 
These four plant species are considered to be high priority in the region. All four of these 
species are extremely aggressive invaders. Rush skeletonweed was selected because it 
is extremely aggressive and relatively contained in the Kootenays. The 2005 inventory 
follows up on an inventory in 2000 and has revealed that it has not spread significantly, 
but existing patches have become denser. Field scabious was inventoried in 2000 and 
2002 and is spreading rapidly in Salmo. This year an additional site was found in 
Meadows. Purple loosestrife had been inventoried in the late 1990’s but little was known 
about its current distribution. It is currently infesting Kootenay Lake, Kootenay Canal, 
Mel Deanna Lake and the Fauquier areas. Hoary alyssum is only recently spreading and 
the inventory revealed that is has heavily infested the Kootenays, particularly Fruitvale, 
Trail, Harrop and the Pend D’Oreille.  
 
A call for proposals was put out for this inventory, and the successful proponent was 
Kootenay Wildlife Services Ltd. This company conducted the field work, including 
surveying road systems in the area and mapping point and polygon infestations. A 
partnership was developed with Selkirk College to provide the mapping services They 
are digitizing the polygons, and producing maps of these invasive species. A more 
detailed report for this inventory will be completed in January 2006. 
 

2.4 Source of Information 
Another role of the CKIPC is to act as a conduit for information. All contacts of the 
CKIPC received a monthly email that included upcoming events, pertinent information, a 
“weed of the week”, and an update on the CKIPC and activities. As well, the CKIPC 
received phone calls from people interested in receiving more information on invasive 
plants in the region and their management. Information was shared by phone and by 
mail with over 45 people. 
 
 
3.0 FUNDING 
 
Funding for the 2005-06 fiscal year was graciously provided by the following agencies: 

- Inter-Ministry Invasive Plant Committee 
- Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 
- FortisBC 
- BC Hydro 
- Ministry of Transportation 
- Columbia Basin Trust 
- Regional District of Kootenay Boundary 
- Terasen Gas 
- Kootenay Wildlife Services Ltd. 
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In-Kind 
A number of agencies and companies provided in-kind services this year, including: 

- Ministry of Environment 
- Ministry of Agriculture 
- TeckCominco Ltd. 
- Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program 
- Kootenay Weed Control 
- Kootenay Wildlife Services Ltd. 
- Creston Valley Agricultural Society 
- Columbia Power Corporation 
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APPENDIX A. SAMPLES OF ARTICLES BY THE CKIPC, 
2005. 

 
 

 
Trail Daily Times, 26 May 2005 
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Nelson Daily News, 6 June 2005 

 
 
 
 

 
Kootenay Express, 1 June 2005 
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Trail Daily Times, 10 June 2005 

 
 
 

 
Kootenay Express, 15 June 2005 
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Kootenay Express, 4 May 2005 

 
 
 

 
Kootenay Express, 14 September 2005 
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Kootenay Express, 27 July 2005 

 
 

 
Castlegar News, 13 June 2005 
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Kootenay Express, 27 July 2005 

 
 

 
Trail Daily Times, 24 June 2005 
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Kootenay Express, 25 May 2005 

 
 
 
 

 
Kootenay Express, 29 June 2005 
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Kootenay Express, 17 August 2005 
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Arrow Lakes News, 27 July 2005 

 
 

 
Kootenay Organic Growers Society, Vol 2005, Issue 5 




