
his stream bank is collapsing because it has been
infested by knotweed, an invasive plant species with a
shallow root system that does not hold soil like native
plant species would. Knotweed and other introduced
species can infest and often dominate aquatic or riparian
habitats that support our unique and diverse plant, fish
and wildlife species. These aquatic invaders can impede
recreation, impact fisheries and disrupt ecosystem 
functions. Most invasive species arrived here as stow-
aways on boats, gear or equipment, or as treasured 
ornamentals and pets for aquariums and water ponds.
Many people consider aquatic invasive species to be
one of the greatest conservations issues for our waters.

What Can You Do?
!Learn to identify invasive species and get involved.
!Report new or isolated invasive species locations to 

your local committee.

BOATERS
 "Inspect your boat, motor, trailer and equipment and 

remove all aquatic plants and visible debris before 
leaving an area.

"“Clean-Drain-Dry” all water from boats (including 
motor, live well, bilge and transom wells), trailers, 
and gear (including waders) onto land before leaving 
an area. Use boat wash cleaning stations, if available.

ANGLERS
"Empty your bait bucket on land before leaving any 

water body.
"Inspect your equipment and remove all aquatic plants 

and visible debris before leaving an area.
"Never use live bait.

GARDENERS
"Plant and share non-invasive garden species. 
"Ensure that water gardens remain “closed systems” 

and do not drain into natural water bodies.
"Where possible, remove invasive plants from your 

garden and carefully dispose of them at the landfill.
"Deadhead (remove) flowers, seedpods and berries of 

known invasive plants to prevent reproduction and to 
reduce seed spread by birds, wildlife, pets and people.

"Avoid “recycling” garden debris into a public park or 
natural area.

"Dispose responsibly of invasive plant parts and seeds 
(dry out, bag and landfill or incinerate).

"Avoid composting invasive plants as they can quickly 
re-establish themselves.

AQUARIUM ENTHUSIASTS
"Request, purchase and share only non-invasive 

species.
"Drain aquarium water onto dry land. Never release

or flush unwanted aquarium or pond species or water 
into natural waters, drainage ditches or sewers.

"Dispose of aquatic invasive plants by drying or 
burning them.

"Dispose of aquarium pets responsibly. Contact a 
veterinarian or a pet retailer for guidance about 
humane disposal of live animals including fish, 
snails, amphibians and crustaceans.
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What Are Aquatic Invasive
Species?

quatic invasive species are plants, animals and other
organisms that have been introduced into an aquatic 
ecosystem (lake, river, wetland or ocean) where they do 
not naturally occur. Because they are generally lacking
the natural pathogens or predators that keep them under 
control in their native habitats, they can spread rapidly 
and extensively throughout waterways. Once established,
aquatic invasive species are very difficult, if not impos-
sible, to control and can form thick patches over large
areas. These dense monocultures can impact biodiversity,
species at risk, fisheries productivity, water quality and
power generation. 

Aquatic invasive species are typically introduced and
spread by:

!Improper disposalof aquarium water, plants and pets
!Intentional plantingnear aquatic and riparian 

ecosystems
!Boatmotors, trailers and recreational gear
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Didymo forms dense blankets in
rivers and streams

PROTECT our waters

“The spread of invasive alien species (AIS) is now
recognized as one of the greatest threats to the
ecological and economic well-being of the planet”

— Global Invasive Species Programme, 2000

A Threat To Our Waters

CLEAN

DRAIN

DRY

Clean off hitch-hiking 
plant parts, animals and mud. 
Use boat-wash station if 
available.

On land, before entering a
new body of water, please:

Drain every conceivable space 
or item that can hold water 
onto dry land (e.g. buckets, 
wells, bilge and ballast). 

Dry all items completely 
before launching into
another body of water.
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You can make a difference! People are the
biggest spreaders of invasive species.

What Are Their Impacts?
ecause many aquatic invasive species form thick mats on

the surface of the water, they can prevent light from reaching
underwater plants and animals, impacting aquatic ecosystems,
water quality, and fisheries production. Dense monocultures
in wetlands and stream banks can impact habitat for fish and
wildlife, cause stream bank erosion and sedimentation, and
out-compete native plant species. Economically and socially,
aquatic invasive species can hinder boat traffic, clog intake
pipes, foul fishing lines and nets, and damage water intake
structures for dams, potentially costing millions of dollars for
repair and maintenance.

Aquatic invasive species can:

!Reduce wildlife habitatfor nesting, food, cover and
breeding

!Alter stream bank vegetationvital to fish spawning 
habitat and water quality

!Displacenative plant and fish species

!Degrade water quality, including lowering levels of 
dissolved oxygen in water that can lead to fish mortality

!Increase boat repair and maintenance costs, and foul 
fishing lines and nets

!Impede recreation opportunitiesincluding swimming, 
diving, fishing and boating

!Lower real estate values

!Clog streams, dams and structurespreventing fish 
passage and causing increased industry maintenance costs

!Be very costlyor impossible to control or eradicate
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“Every decade, 15 aquatic invasive species 
establish themselves in … BC. [These species]
have been implicated in vast reductions or the
outright extinction of indigenous fish populations
across Canada and the resulting devastation of
local fisheries.

— Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 2004

The Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee (CKIPC) and 
East Kootenay Invasive Plant Council (EKIPC) are non-profit 
societies with the goals of:

! Increasing education and awareness
! Preventing new species introduction
! Promoting coordinated and collaborative management
! Working towards control and containment of invasive species

www.ekipc.com
1.888.55EKIPC

www.ckipc.ca
(250) 352.1160


